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multiple times. He was shot in the 
arm, the thighs, the hand; he lost two 
fingers in one enemy ambush alone. 
Yet despite the multiple injuries, he 
never quit fighting. 

In 2015, he was presented with a spe-
cial letter of proclamation issued by 
Georgia Governor Nathan Deal during 
a special ceremony recognizing his sac-
rifice. 

When asked how he survived combat 
with his numerous injuries, Mr. Haynes 
simply replied: I don’t believe in luck. 
I owe it all to Jesus Christ. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
please stand with me and join me in a 
moment of silence to honor the life and 
legacy of this American hero who de-
serves the respect of all Americans. 

f 

BORDER WALL FUNDING 
(Ms. JUDY CHU of California asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JUDY CHU of California. Mr. 
Speaker, the inclusion of $1.6 billion to 
fund an ineffective divisive border wall 
is a direct attack on immigrant com-
munities across our Nation. Funding 
this immoral wall does nothing to help 
our country. It only helps to promote 
President Trump’s campaign of fear. 

The wall itself mirrors President 
Trump’s approach to policy: divisive, 
ineffective, and motivated by hate. 

This is exemplified by the Trump ad-
ministration’s reckless disregard of the 
humanitarian cost of building a border 
wall, which will force immigrants and 
asylum seekers to take greater risks 
and more dangerous routes that will 
likely result in more deaths. Further-
more, this wall will literally divide im-
migrant households and tear families 
apart. 

Instead of funding ineffective efforts 
to protect our homeland from dan-
gerous threats, this administration 
would rather fulfill a campaign prom-
ise that does the exact opposite. It 
makes us less safe by targeting immi-
grant communities and closing off 
America from our neighbors. 

American taxpayers should not be 
forced to foot the bill for President 
Trump’s xenophobic anti-immigrant 
agenda. 

f 

AUGUST 21 TOTAL SOLAR ECLIPSE 
(Mr. BOST asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, on August 
21, a total solar eclipse will stretch 
from coast to coast in the United 
States for the first time in 99 years, 
and I am proud to say that my district 
in southern Illinois is the prime view-
ing spot. 

In fact, my home county of Jackson 
County near Carbondale, and also my 
front yard, is where the eclipse will be 
at its apex. 

For 2 minutes and 38 seconds, it will 
be like total darkness in the middle of 

the day. The city’s population of 26,000 
is expected to multiply many times 
over from visitors around the world 
coming for tourism and to see this as-
tronomical Super Bowl. 

So I would encourage my colleagues 
and the American people to visit for 
some world championship southern Illi-
nois barbecue, the beautiful outdoors, 
the wonderful wineries, and welcome 
one and all people for the best viewing 
moments of this solar eclipse. 

f 

WORK TOGETHER TO IMPROVE 
ACA 

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, while the 
Senate is moving forward this week on 
their deeply flawed and really unpopu-
lar healthcare bill, millions of Ameri-
cans know that they will lose 
healthcare under TrumpCare. They will 
face skyrocketing costs, premiums will 
go up, prescription drug prices will go 
up. 

Republicans need to drop this obses-
sion with repeal and work with Demo-
crats to fix the problems that we know 
exist in the Affordable Care Act. No 
law is perfect. At least no law that has 
ever been written here is perfect. 

And the American people, at least 
the folks I talk to back home, they are 
exhausted. They are sick of this par-
tisanship. We have some ideas that you 
might like. You have some ideas that 
maybe we could accept. We ought to 
get together and figure out a way to 
make healthcare work for every Amer-
ican and not obsess about the notion 
that anything signed by the previous 
President, by definition, is bad law. 

Let us do what the American people 
sent us here to do. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT 
COMMANDER MIGUEL 
SANTIESTEBAN 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to recognize Lieutenant Com-
mander Miguel Santiesteban, who is re-
ceiving the U.S. Navy’s nomination to 
be commander. Having fled Castro’s re-
gime at a young age, Miguel moved 
with his family to south Florida. 

Driven by his desire to serve our 
great country, Miguel joined the Navy 
in 1989. While stationed in Japan as a 
deck seaman, Miguel was one of the 
few selected to attend the Hospital 
Corpsman ‘‘A’’ School. 

He earned a master’s degree in 
healthcare service administration at 
my alma mater, Florida International 
University. 

Miguel was commissioned in 2001 and 
completed his first duty assignment at 
the U.S. Naval Hospital in Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba. He is currently an ad-
ministrative officer for research and 

development at the U.S. Navy Bureau 
of Medicine and Surgery. 

Miguel has earned many accolades, 
including the Defense Meritorious 
Service Medal, the NATO Medal, and 
the National Defense Service Medal 
several times. Miguel lives the Navy’s 
core values of honor, courage, commit-
ment. 

I join Lieutenant Commander Miguel 
Santiesteban’s family and friends in 
congratulating him on this well-de-
served nomination. We are so proud of 
you, Miguel. 

f 

b 1215 

A BETTER DEAL 

(Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today because it is long 
past time that the American people got 
a better deal. 

All Americans want the same thing: 
a fair chance to get ahead and a better 
deal than the raw deal that many have 
right now. 

Granite Staters in my district want 
to have the skills to get ahead in the 
21st century economy. We want better 
pay and better jobs. Many women, and 
increasingly more men, are what we 
know as the ‘‘sandwich’’ generation, 
caring for young children and aging 
parents and relatives, often at the 
same time. 

That is why we need paid family 
leave and sick leave. We need to ex-
pand our educational system and skills 
training for all types of opportunities. 

Just this week, the Girl Scouts of 
America announced 23 new merit 
badges in science, technology, engi-
neering, and mathematics. This is sym-
bolic of what we need to do as a nation. 
Encourage young people, boys and 
girls, to pursue their interests in the 
fields that will be the cornerstone of 
the 21st century economy. 

America deserves a better deal, and 
that is what we are offering. 

f 

HUMAN TRAFFICKING 

(Mr. CULBERSON asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CULBERSON. Mr. Speaker, last 
year, over 7,000 cases of human traf-
ficking were reported in the United 
States. Unfortunately, the city with 
the largest number of cases was our 
hometown of Houston, Texas. 

Human trafficking is an absolutely 
despicable and deplorable crime that 
demands swift action. 

As chairman of the Commerce, Jus-
tice, Science, and Related Agencies 
Subcommittee, I have spearheaded ef-
forts to make sure that our Federal 
law enforcement officers have all the 
resources they need to crack down on 
these human traffickers, who are ex-
ploiting our children and young women 
coming across our borders. 
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We have to work together to provide 

justice and relief for these victims. 
That is why Congress has passed 16 bi-
partisan bills to combat this human 
trafficking epidemic. 

These bills ensure that all law en-
forcement officers at the State, Fed-
eral, and local level have the resources 
they need and the support they need to 
fight this overwhelming crisis. 

I am proud to support these meas-
ures, and I will continue to work with 
my colleagues to ensure that we crack 
down and drop the hammer on human 
traffickers. 

f 

FUNDING TO BUILD A BORDER 
WALL 

(Mrs. LAWRENCE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. LAWRENCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong opposition to the pro-
posed border wall funding. 

Instead of wasting $1.6 billion in tax-
payers’ dollars on an unnecessary bor-
der wall, the DHS should focus its lim-
ited resources on more important bor-
der security priorities. 

This includes upgrading and hiring 
more personnel for ports of entry, the 
main path for illegal drugs. This could 
include better and more technology so 
that border security agents will have a 
better idea what is happening along the 
borders. 

The border wall will be dangerous. 
Violence, poverty, and family ties en-
sure that migrants will continue at-
tempting the risky journey through 
the border region’s hostile zones. 

The border wall will be divisive. We 
need to do our job, Mr. Speaker, and 
come together as a Congress for a com-
prehensive immigration plan; at the 
least, reform of our immigration poli-
cies. Building a wall sends a toxic mes-
sage to one of our closest neighbors, a 
country on which we, the United 
States, depend on. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HUCK PLYLER 

(Mr. WESTERMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WESTERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to honor a young man whose 
thoughtfulness and generosity has 
stirred the hearts, souls, and patriotic 
spirits of people across my district in 
Arkansas. 

Earlier this year, 6-year-old Huck 
Plyler from Hope, Arkansas, started 
what is now known as Huck’s Military 
Care Package Project. Huck’s project 
is comprised of putting together care 
packages for nearly 700 members of the 
Arkansas National Guard currently de-
ployed to the Horn of Africa. 

Huck’s care packages include items 
such as nonperishable snacks, lip balm, 
sunscreen, personal hygiene products, 
socks, and more. 

When asked why he decided to start 
this project, Huck’s answer was: ‘‘We 

do this because they help us, so we help 
them.’’ 

Though simple, this reply is wise be-
yond his years. 

Huck’s dedication to this project has 
enabled him to collect enough donated 
items and monetary donations to send 
over 50 boxes to our troops thus far. 

Mr. Speaker, Huck’s kindness and 
thoughtfulness brings honor to himself; 
his parents, Caleb and Brianna Plyler; 
and to the benevolent people of Hemp-
stead County and Arkansas. 

I commend and thank Huck for his 
hard work and commitment to our 
military members serving overseas. It 
is young men and women like Huck 
that give me hope for the future, hope 
that the giving and caring spirit is still 
alive and well in our young people and 
country today. 

f 

A BETTER DEAL 

(Mr. CICILLINE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CICILLINE. Mr. Speaker, earlier 
this week, Democrats unveiled A Bet-
ter Deal for the American people. This 
is an economic agenda that will create 
10 million good-paying, full-time jobs; 
raise pay; lower costs; and give work-
ers the tools that they need to get 
ahead. 

A job is much more than just a pay-
check. It is about knowing that your 
hard work is valued and honored. It is 
about being treated with the dignity 
and respect that every human being de-
serves. We don’t have enough of that in 
this country today. 

People in my State and all across 
America feel like the system is com-
pletely stacked against them. And do 
you know what? They are right. 

Our Tax Code rewards companies 
that ship jobs overseas. Millionaires 
and billionaires don’t pay their fair 
share. Corporate special interests 
spend secretly in our elections. It 
doesn’t have to be this way; and with A 
Better Deal, it won’t be this way. 

We are going to invest in our infra-
structure, we are going to build a new 
manufacturing economy, double in-
vestments in apprenticeships, and we 
are going to make sure that working 
families are valued again. 

The American people have had 
enough broken promises to last them a 
lifetime, but Democrats are going to 
deliver real results to them with A Bet-
ter Deal, better jobs, better wages, for 
a better future. 

f 

CONGRATULATING JACK AND 
MARIANNE COX 

(Mr. MCCLINTOCK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise to congratulate Jack and 
Marianne Cox on the occasion of their 
upcoming golden wedding anniversary. 

Jack served for many years as chief 
of staff for Congressman Barry Gold-

water, Jr. In fact, I first met him in 
that capacity when I was still in high 
school. I have done quite a bit of aging 
since then. Jack and Marianne have 
not, which I find annoying, but there it 
is. 

Jack was the quintessential congres-
sional chief of staff. He was always one 
step behind Barry, whispering names in 
his ear as he went from handshake to 
handshake. 

Jack was also one of the moving 
forces behind the creation of the Re-
publican Study Committee. 

Somehow he also found time to 
marry and raise a family in those 
years. And, even more surprisingly, 
Marianne put up with it. 

Jack and Marianne have sort of re-
tired to the town of Copperopolis, and 
I extend to them heartiest congratula-
tions on the celebration of this family 
milestone. 

f 

THE RIGHT TO HEALTHCARE 
(Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of 

New York asked and was given permis-
sion to address the House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CAROLYN B. MALONEY of New 
York. Mr. Speaker, even as our col-
leagues in the Senate try, once again, 
today to strip lifesaving healthcare 
away from millions of Americans, I 
find that there is reason to hope and to 
have faith not in this Congress, where 
the work of cruel indifference to suf-
fering precedes once again, but, rather, 
in the American people, because it has 
been the efforts of ordinary citizens 
whose calls and letters and protests 
have been making all the difference in 
this issue. It has been the collective 
voices of people telling their stories of 
struggle and survival who have slowed 
the system roller of repeal. 

I salute each and every one of them. 
Your voices count. Your stories are im-
portant. Keep them coming because 
you, your health, and your healthcare 
matter. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LOUISE JOHNSON 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the outstanding service of Mrs. Louise 
Johnson, this year’s recipient of the 
Friends of the Fair Award from the 
Clinton County Fair. 

Mrs. Johnson has dedicated herself to 
the people and organizations of Clinton 
County for many years, particularly 
the Clinton County Fair. 

She served as chair of the Hershey 
Baking Contest for 22 years, as co-chair 
for Open Show for 19 years, and created 
the Sizzling Senior Talent Show in 
2010. 

Beyond her involvement at the fair, 
Mrs. Johnson has served at the Monu-
ment Church of Christ for more than 
six decades, teaching Sunday school, 
playing the piano, and serving as treas-
urer. 
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